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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation, 
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THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF THE 


rg oo | records that in 1513 the intre- 
pid Spaniard, Balboa, discovered the 
Pacific Ocean and that later, when he 
returned to Spain, fate proved cruel to ; 
him in that he was convicted of the 
charge of inciting rebellion, on the 
trumped-up evidei.c. of a false friend, 
and executed, 

Now, 425 years later, history records | 
that Captain Edwin C. Musick, the man 
who was largely instrumental in conquer- | 
i the Pacific by air, thus bringing to | 
actual realization what was not so very 
long agO considered a fantastic dream of | 
super-enthusiastic followers of aviation, 
was also the victim of unkind fate - one 
of those unfortunate aircraft accidents 
which happen now and then despite all 
the care and preparations taken to pro- 
vent them, rs : 

The lamentable accident to the flying 
boat, Samoan Clipper, on January 11th, 
near Pago Pago, Samoa, when it plunged 
into the Pacific in flames, carrying 
with it to a watery grave Captain Musick 
and the six members of his crew, marked 
the first disaster in the nearly three 
ronme history of gun vee flying by 

an American Airways. ccording to re- 
pada this accident has put at least a 

emporary end to the operation of the 
recently inaugurated line between the 
United States and New Zealand. 

A Navy seaplane tender found the wreck-! 
age of the Samoan Sager the following 
day some 14 miles northwest of Pago Pago 
in an oil slick. The fragments of the 
ill-fated flying boat were floating at 
the place where the Samoan natives 
claimed they had sighted a colum of 
smoke rising above the ocean. 

Reports stated that the Samoan Clipper, 
carrying 900 pounds of express, took off 
from Pego Pago for a non-stop flight of 
over 1800 miles to Auckland, New Zealand, | 
the southern terminus of the new route, | 
About an hour following the take-off 
Captain Musick reported an oil leak in 
one of the four motors of the plane and 
that he was turning back. Approximately 
two hours after his departure from Pago 
Pago, he radioed to the Pan American Air- 
ways station at that point that he ex- 
pootes “ sane, tm > mnenned, ane. 
was s ng o reparatory to dumping a 
sufficient quanti ty of gas to trim the 
ship to proper landing weight. No fur- 








| other American flyers - Colone 
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CONQUEROR OF THE PACIFIC 


ther word was received from hin. 
-+:One of the top notch flyers in commer- 
cial aviation, Captain Musick, a veteran 
of 25 years of service in the flying 
same, rose to very high honors, In 
1935 he received the Harmon Trophy 
(international award) which up o that 
time had been presented to on y two 


A, Lindbergh and the late Wiley Post. 


|The American flyer, Howard ae 


ziven the international award in 

The Trophy is the gift of Clifford B. 
Harmon, and it is awarded annually for 
individual accomplishment in demonstrat- 
ing the use of tne airplane in transpor- 
tation, The award governing body is 

the International League of Aviators. 
Each nation possessing a section of the 
League, with 300 flyers, is eligible for 
competition, Not only is there an in- 
ternational winner of the trophy each 


year, but also a winner for each country. 
and replicas of the trophy are given to ~™ 


winners. 
It is said that Captain Musick never 


made a spectacular flight. Pan American 


Airways entrusted to him the responsibil 
ity of pioneeri 
the international schedules. He consid- 
ered these first flights in the nature 
of commercial surveys and referred to 
his role of pilot as merehy a a9" 
Born in St, Louis, Mo., August 13, 
1893, he attended grammar schools in 
that city. For three years he attended 
the Los Angeles Polytechnic School, and 
for two years thereafter continued at 
this schooi at night, specializing in 
shop work, motors, machine work and me- 
chanical drawing, being employed during 
the day as an automobile mechanic in 
Los eles. In 1914 he entered tne em- 
ploy of the Glenn L, Martin Aircraft 
Comp as a mechanic, A year later he 
found it decidedly more lucrative to 


carry on in the aviation game as an exhi- 


bition flyer. 

Shortly after America entered the Worl 
War, Captain Musick, in June, 1917, en- 
tered the oupiey of the War Department 
as a civilian flying instructor at the 
Signal Corps Aviation School at San 
Diego, Calif, In December of that year 


jhe was transferred to Call Field, 


Wichita Falls, Texas, where he taught 
advanced flying and in which’ capacity he 
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was regarded as eupeetelts proficient. 

He resigned from this position on A st 

28, 1918, to accept a commission as 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Marine Flying Corps at 
Miami, Fla, 

After leaving the military service, 
Captain Musick joined the Aeromarine 
Airways in 1921 and began the study of 
navigation, Later he Secame affiliated 
with the Mitten Air Transport, then fly- 
ing between Philadelphia and Washington, 

fter joining Pan American Airways in 
October, 1927, at Miami, Fla., Captain 
Musick completed his first assignment, 
that of opening the initial 90-mile link | 
between Key West, Fla., and Havana, Cuba., | 
in the first American tri-motored plane 
to be used dy an American airline. That 
laboratory route, to which he was chief | 
explorer, test pilot, estimator, dis- 
patcher, etc., had since grown to more 
than a 50,000-mile network, with him at 
the head of its piloting personnel all 
the es : 

The line once established, the veteran 
trail blazer who conquered the Pacific 
in a routine manner, took the post of 
head ef the Caribbean Division of Pan 
American Airways, which then included 
the longest over-water run in the world 
(664 miles between Cristobal, Panama 
Canal Zone, and Kingston, Jamaica). He 
utilized that line for further experi- 
mentation and data gathering, later ap- 
plied to the San Francisco-China run, 
which he pi@neered in 1935. 

Credit also is generally given to 
Captain Musick for completing the educa- 
tion-of the Pan American Airways first 
line pilots. His reports indicated that 
he was more than an airplane pilot. He 
was an expert navigator, scientist, me- 
teorolegist and, most of all, an econo- 
mist. Gne Pan American Airways official | 
declared that Musick never once made an 
impracticable te aapeneree or recommenda— | 
tion. He aided in establishing a safety | 
record for his airline claimed i: soms 
quarters tc be —— by any other 
airline in the world. 

The crew of six men aboard the ill- 
fated clipper boat were Major Cecil G, 
Sellers, first officer; Paul S, Brunk, 
Junior flight officer; F.M. MacLean, 
navigator; J.W. Stickrod, engineer offi- 
cer; J.4. Brooks, assistant engineer of- 
ficer, and T.J, Finley, radio officer. 

Majer Sellers held a commission in the 
Air Reserve and the rating of "Airplane 
Pilet." His affiliation with Army avia- 
tion dated from February 24, 1917, when 
he enlisted as Sergeant in the Signal 
Enlisted Reserve Corps at Fort Monroe, 
Va. Just prior to that time he was a 
student in his qs year at the Univer 
sity of the South, Swann, Tenn, He was 
sa September 5, 1893, at Dyersburg, 

enn, 

Major Sellers started his flying train- 
ing at Newport News, Va., and several 
months later was transferred to Kelly 








| the command of the 20th Squadron, 


| his observer kept them at bay. 


| eee 





Field, Texas, for advanced flying train- 
ing. In September, 1917, he was ordered 
to duty overseas and was sent to Cler- 
mont Farrand to establish the 7th Avia- 
tion Instruction Center. He flew with 
the French until the school was establish- 
ed and was in command thereof for sever- 
al months, For seven months he was 
flying continuously while mete the po- 
sition of test pilot and commanding offi- 
cer of the detachment at the 7th Avia- 
tion Instruction Centor. He also avail- 
ed himself of the opportunity to pursue 
eoeeneed instruction as a Bombardment — 
pilet. 

Sent to the front in May, 1918, with 


| the 96th Squadron, lst Day Bombardment 
bo Major Sellers 


(then a first lieut- 
was in August of that year te 
ing his service at the front as command- 
ing officer and flight commander, and 


enant 


| until the beginning of December, 1918, 
'he tested most of the ai 


lanes in the 
Squadron, as very few officers had flown 
D.d. planes with bombs before joining 
his erganization. His flying time at. 
the Instruction Center and at the front 
totaled nearly 600 hours, of which about 
80 hours were over the front lines. He - 
peseeeee. in the St. Mihiel and Meuse- 
rgcnne Offensives, and while at the 
front participated in 32 bombing raids 
in enemy territory. 

Major Sellers was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross, with the fol- 
lowing citation: 

"For extraordinary heroism in action 
— Longuyon, France, 16th September 

"Starting on a very impertant bombing 
mission with five other planes, Lieut. 
Sellers, pilot, went on alone when the 
other five machines were forced to turn 
back. On crossing the enemy lines he 
was attacked by three enemy planes, but 
continuedtowards his objectives while 
In the’ 
face of this hostile opposition the ob- 
jective was reached and their bombs 


the way back four more planes join- 
ed in the attack, but fighting them off 
they reached our lines with valuable in- 
formation after a flight lasting 38 min- 
utes. 

Following his return to the United 
States, Major Sellers served for two 
months in the Training and Operations 
Group, Office of the Director vf Air Ser- 
vice, Washington, D.C., and was then or- 
dered to border patrol duty at El Paso, 
Texas, in command of the 96th Squadron. 
Durins that part of his military service 
he accumulated nearly 400 hours addition- 
al flying time, He was marie ty, | dis- 
charged from the service, March 25, 1920, 
and commissioned a Captain in the Reserve 
Corps. At various times he served short 
active duty tours at Langley Field, Va. 
His total flyin; time arr 8,500 hrs. 
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MILITARY AVIATION NEEDS OUTLINED BY CHIEF OF THE ATR CORPS 


In a statement prepared for the first 
National Aviation Planning Conference, | 
which was held on January 11, 1918, at | 
Cleveland, Ohio, Major General 
0, Westover, Chief of the Air Corps, 
stated: 

"First, I want to say emphatically 
that this National Aviation Planning 
Couference, to my mind, is one of the 
most forward lookin; steps ever initiat- 
ed in aviation circles. It augurs the 
inception of a comprehensive program; it 
initiates a definite plan toward which 
all of us who are interested in phases 
of aeronautics can pursue to our own 
benefit and at the same time aid our 
allies, 

"T have been affiliated with military 
aviation for many years... I have seen 
many intelligent programs initiated for 
the advancement of military fiying, but 
this is the first time wivhin my knowl- 
edge that all aviation ageiucies, govern- 
mental and civil, have sat down and 
thought out one comprehensive schedule 
oe one directive for all our ef- 

ort. 

"In the second pace, I want to con- | 
gratulate Major Aldrin, wno was chairman | 
of the committee which worked out the ! 
military subdivision of this joint plan, | 
His committee has placed in afew suc- | 
cinct sentences our major problems. The | 
work of this group makes it evident that ' 
its members were thoroughly conversant 
with the problems and needs of military 
aviation, 

"For the benefit of those who were not 
able to sit in at the meetings of the 
military subcommittee, and for those who 
are not so conversant wita the army air 
picture, I shall review briefly, indeed, 
the army's side of the national defense 
setup. The consolidated program of the 
national planning body under the heading 
'National Defense Army' contains three 
important paragraphs. The first of these 
reads: 'l. There should be no retroaction 
from the present War Department program 
to supply a minimum ef 2320 combat air- 
planes to the a Air gel by 1940,and 
necessary appropriations should be made 
by Congress to that end.' 

"IT believe that many of you have seen 
& statement, widely cuoted in the press | 
recently, wherein Jane's 'Allthe Viorld's 
Aircraft! stated: 

'The United Stetes possesses one of the 
bigsest anil possibly the mst efficiently | 
armed Air Forces in the world.’ 

The average layman, having seen that 
statement, may well ask: 'If the United 
States possesses the leading military 
air comer in the world today, why build 
the 2320 airplanes?! The fact of the 
business is that the Bnited States, lwm- 
ing both the Army and Navy together, does | 
not in point of numbers of og 
possess the cae Fe military-.air fleet 

n the world, t now ranks about fourth 








| tary aviation, arrived at 


| combat planes we now have. 
| thing toward which to look, 


, among the world's powers, including 


planes of all types. 

"On the other hand, as to quality, that 
is, perfection of airplane types, organi- 
zation and training of personnel, and in 
tactical plans and a I be- 
lieve our Army and Navy air components 
are the finest in the world. 

"A board of high ranking Army officers, 
headed by Major General Hugh Drun, after 
careful consideration, determined upon 
2320 as the number of airplanes needed 
in the Army Air Corps to provide us an 
adequate army air component. The Baker 
Board, appointed by President Roosevelt 
to look into the whole subject of mili- 
he same 
figure. Their studies agreed fully with 
the findings of the Drum Board, 

"When those 2320 airplanes are provid- 
ed as the Secretary of War has stated, 
we will then have the determined number 
requisite for our army needs in peace 
time. These 2320 planes will give us 
more than twice the number of effective 
It is some- 

It is the 


| first important and significant step. 


Your committee, the National Aeronautic 


' fssociation, and all air minded bodies 
| in this country, can perform no greater 


service to our Army tran to promote un- 


| ceasingly the cempaign to insure that 


the Army Air Corps will by June, 1940, 


| have 2320 effective flying nachines. 


"In discussing airplanes, a second 
caution may be well placed. These 
planes when procured must be of proper 
types. If we went out tomorrow and 
bougnt 2320 emall Pursuit airplanes, our 
Army Air Force would be but little more 
potent than it is today. The program 
must be a balanced one between the dif- 
ferent types cf military craft - Bombard- 
ment, Attack, Pursuit and Reconnaissance. 
The Bomber is the basic subdivision in 
the Air Corps, just as the Infantry is 
the basic arm in the ground forces, We 
cannot afford to be satisfied with just 
any 2320 Pago A proportion of these 
must be the best Bomoing planes obtain- 
able in this country pa Our own ex- 
per oones and service test in the Air 

orps last year proved that our large 
4-engine Bombers, commonly called the 
'Flying Fortresses,' are very efficient 
and highly satisfactory. 

"When we are asking our Congress for 
funds for fighting planes, we must make 
cleer what types of planes we require, 
and we cannot afford to be satisfied 
with less efficient substitutes. 

"The sscond paragraph of the National 
Program undsr the heading of 'National 
Defense, Army,' reads as follows: 

'2. An increase in operating funds 

end in funds for the procurement of 

accessories such as engines, plane and 

engine instruments, navigational equip- 

ment end armament commensurate with 
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the increased olane strength should be "Here is another consideration on this 
rovided. The flying fields, air score. If we take a Reserve officer and 
ases end ground installations needed Spend from three to five years giving. 
as the plenes are supplied should be him invaluable training on newest equip- 
provided in properly balanced incre- iment, it is a tremendous waste to cast 
ments, ' ‘him cut. Within a few years the advances 
"T have never seen a clearer nor more 'in aeronautical science and the fact that 
thorough delineation of a subject all ihe has been out of flying and out of 
too frequently overlooked, in computing (touch with aviation during that interven- 
the strength of air aemament. It is jing time will cause him to be no longer 
basic and fundamental that airplanes ‘a suitable member of a combat team in a 
alone do not make an Air Force, The |\modern multi-engine Bomber. We shall | 
finest planes in the world will be fu- ;have lost all that time, effort and ex- 
tile and ineffective unless they possess /pense we spent in training that invalu- 
up-to-the-minute guns and bomb sights; ‘able crew man, 
the latest planes designed will be un- | “While the three paragraphs from the 
able to operate effectively to find ‘'Naticnal Program waich I have read are 
their targets and deliver their devastat-'!all that is contained in that section de- 


ne. ResinEee unless they be equivped 'yoted to national defense army, there is 
with the best flight instruments and nav-ianother section about which I am greatly 
igational squipment yet developed. The {concerned and which bears very prominent- 


finest Air Force yet imagined would be ‘ly on national defense. That is the 

unable to utilize its maximum force were (state of our organized reserve. 

it not provided with suitable air bases , "No more difficult problem confronts 

and serviced by proper ground installa- (the War Department today than the subject 
tions. ‘of the reserve military aviator. The 
"So, when we come to meking our esti- ‘great complexity of the modern flying 

mates for a well rounded, balanced air fighting machine has served to intensify 


program, let us make sure that funds are ‘this problem. It is no longer possible 
provided for the accessory equipment and (to take a Reserve officer on 14 days! 


the ground set up without which we can ‘extended active duty and make him a sat- 
never have an effective air defense no ‘isfactory member oi a combat team for a 
matter how many planes we have. i\Mlyineg Fortress. 

"The third paragraph of the program | "There are, however, other places in 
reads: ithe Army Air Corps which Reserve officers 


'3. The remedial legislation recom- can fill and for which they must be pro- 
mended by the War Devartment to auelio- vided and given training. They will be 


Qo 


rate the serious situation now exist- narticularly valuable in procurement 

ing whereby it_is not possible to pro- planning. Recent graduates of our fly- 
vide additional needed personnel for ing schcol probably by annual limited 
the Air Corps, should be given strong training periods, can be kept in a state 
support.' ‘of sufficient training for several years 


_"An unbiased evaluation of our deficits {so that they can man our smaller combat 
in the air todey shows that our personnel |tyves, particularly Pursuit and Recon- 
needs %vershadow all others. The War De- naissauce. Many of our school and execu- 
partment has suggested legislation which tive positions, and a considerable pro- 


will tend to remedy this condition. jportion of our air base work, supply, 
"If we could offer a certain nwaber of engineering, etc., cau undotibte diy M 
the young graduates of our Air Corps done in event of emergency by our older 
Training Center permanent commissions in (and more experienced Reserve officers. 
the Regular Army Air Corps, we could _ §o the crux of the matter is this - we 
within a very few years remedy the per- = must continue to maintain an active Air 
sonuslsituation so far as commissioned i\Corps Reserve. We must provide surfici- 
pilots, bombers and navigators are con- jent inducement to our patriotically in- 
cerned, iclined, air minded civil component men- 


"Last year the appropriation act pro- ./bers, so that they will continue to 
vided an increase from 500 to 550 Reserve [maintain their effectiveness and so that 
officers on extended active duty for pe- jwe can retain their interest in our Army 
riods from three to five vears, For the (Air Corps. 





Fiscal Year 1939 the mmiber proposed is "Any pian waiich will accomplish these 
657, Ané yet, so far our cxderience has results will be supported whole hearted- 
been disappointing, One of the Major ily and enthusiastically by the Air Corps 
reasons eppears to be that one can scarce+at every opportunity. 

ly expect a young graduate of our flying | "Now, as a final remark, let me suggest 


school to be enticed into taking on a job that whereas planning is a very fine 

which is definitely temporary and which {thing, an essential ingredient to any 

pays him less than one-half in salary ‘successful endeavor, would it not be ad- 

what he could obtain as an airline pilot. ‘visable at our next National Aviation 

If we could offer more of them the inducedPlanning Conference for us to take stock © 

ment of a permanent commission, a consic-jand see waat of that which we have plannec i 

erable proportion would enter the mili- jhere at this meeting has been put into ze 

tary service. (Continued on Page 5 ). | 
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IMPROVEMENT IN BOMB DROPPING TRAINING 


Staff Sergeant Ernest Chaput, of the 
49th Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, 
Va., has made vast improvements in the 
trainer and target which are used to 
train student bombers before the actual 
dropping of bombs. These modifications 
simulate as nearly as possible the same 
conditions which are encountered in drop- 
ping bombs on moving targets. 

A trainer with switch panel is located 
in the pilot's compartment to control 
the trainer and target. The above panel 
has a release mechanism to aid the stu- 
dent in the amount of trail to allow for 
various air speeds, The speed of the 
trainer can be controlled from the panel 
s0 as to enable different trails to be 
set up for each approach, Most of the 
controls in the panel, such as switches, 
release handles, etc., are installed in 
the trainer, duplicating the same con- 
trols which are found in an airplane, 

The target has been radically c ed 
from the original model. The plumb bob, 
which recorded hits, has been replaced 
by a system of electro magnets. This de- 
vice permits train bombing to be simulat- 
ed with the train release mechanism con- 
nected into the trainer clock, This has 
been impossible heretofore, 

The target is remotely controlled, with 
reference to apoee. and direction, from 
the panel on the trainer, Also, the 
course of the target is shown from the 

ilot's compartment of the trainer. With 
hese modifications the target can be 
directed on any kind of a straight or 
curve course, It can be made to follow 
any cutline of track of a moving target. 
The trainer target can be set to give any 
automatic mene course at any desired 
rate of speed and amount of turn. 

All these modifications which the 49th 
Squadron has made have been due directly 
to Staff Sergeant Ernest Chaput's work. 


---000--- 


A LETTER OF APPRECIATION 


The Mayor of the City of Newport News, 
Va., in a letter, dated December 27, 
1937, to Colonel W.R. Weaver, Commanding 
Officer of Langley Field, Va., wrote as 
follows: 
He dear Colonel: 
desire to convey to big and your co- 

workers the thanks of this community in 
& Bressapon for the splendid Christmas 
§ t you bestowed on the needy of our 
ity. The success of our Christmas Fund 
was largely attributed to your gift and 
many hearts were made glad that would 
oraereee? have had a most dreary yule- 

e. ; es F 

It was a noble act on the part of. our 
neighbors who make their homes at Langley, 
for there was no obligation on their 
pth to aid the surrounding communitics; 
hey could have used the proceeds from 


and no one could have condemned them for 
the doing. It was most unselfish on 
your part, and your act will g° a long 
way toward more closely cementing the 
already friendly and cordial spirit ex- 
isting between your comnunity and my con- 
munity, . 

I am sure I speak the sentiment of my 
people when I say we most sincerely 
thank you and wish for you and all con- 
cerned in the welfare and advancement of 
Langley Field a most wonderful future, 
not alone for 1938, but for each year 
following as well, and, with kindest per- 
sonal regards for you and your associ- 
ates, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
(s) B.G. James 
Mayor. " 
---000--— - 


Milit Aviation eee gs 
(Continusa Irom rage 4). 
effect during the year. With the thought 
that all of us are chackang on the prog- 
ress of our plan ever in mind, it seems 
to me it will be an added incentive for 
executive action, for tangible results 
to flow from these admirable and excel- 
lent plans which you gentlemen have here 
devised. " 





---000--= 
CHANGE OF STATION FOR COLONEL BRADLEY 


Colonei Follett prediey, Assistant 
Chief of Staff, GHQ Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va., recently received orders 
transferring him to Moffett Field,Calif., 
effective about the middle of February. 

Colonel Bradley has served in his pre- 
sent capacity at the Langley Field Air 
Base for the past three years, "Fellow 
officers at this command and residents 
of the Lower Peninsula," says the News 
Letter Correspondent, "had nothing but 
praise for the popular officer who has 
served off and on for a number of years 
at the local post," R 

mmm OO -—— 


The BT-9B utility airplane continues 
to fill a long felt want in the 20th 
Bombardment Squadron, jangieg: Field, 

Va. In the six weeks it has been in the 
Squadron it has been flown 130 hours, 
covering the country from coast to coast 
and from border to eaer 

90 --—— 


The following-named personnel of the 
2nd Bombardment Group, GHQ Air Force, 
st ee Riga eg Va., recently departed 
from t 
Calif,, to cbtain B-18 airplanes: Lieuts. 
John W.. Egan, Joseph B, Stanley, William 
A. Matheny, Gerald E, Williams, Gurtis 
E. LeMay, Douglas M, Kilpatrick, Staff 
Sfity Spicer, Sergeants Holmes, Seidl, 
Billy, Private lst Class Allison and 


the Charity Fair for their own purposes, |Private Norman. 


-Oe 
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MORE SEED PLANTING FROM THE AIR IN HAWAII 


The practice of dropping from airplanes; but just to make sure,the remaining 


certain varieties of seeds to prevent loads carried in addition to the above 
erosicn of various barren areas in the named varicties such sceds as: melaluca 
Territory of Hawaii has in past years leucadendion, psiduin cutleyana, and 
borne fruitful results, in view of which passiflora edulis. 

fact a project of tnis character again |, The seed planting project was complet- 
was cnrtien out recently by the 23rd 'ed in one day, and the rest of the en- 
Bombardment Squadron at Luke Field, T.H. ‘campment period was used to carry out 


The News Letter Correspondent states | training flights and to acquaint person- 
that ten ts the 23rd Squadren has a nel with the island of Kauai, Trips to 
stiff training directive to comply with, | the CCC Camp at Kokee for everyone, 
its routine missions are interspersed | topped off by a big steak dinner for all 
with many varied and unusual tasks. Es- (hands at that camp, with sight-seeing 
pecially to the pilots in this Squadron, a to Waimea Canyon, all stand out as 
none of whom have been in the Hawaiian high lights of the trip. 

Department more than a year, was the ia- The Squadron returned to Luke Field on 
teresting mission accomplished on the _ the morning of December 7th, with 
Island of Kauai during the first part of | anothor period of field training under 
December. its belt, and settled down for the shkert 

After one false start, because of bad remaining period prior to the holiday 

weather conditions, the 23rd Bombardment | season." 

Squadren took off for Burns Field, Kauai, ---000--- 

on the morning cf December lst. The 

Douglas C-33 with a load of baggage and | HAWAIIAN A.D. HANDLES DIFFICULT SIT€ATIO} 
men preceded the flight of six Keystone 
Bombers across the channel, Camp was 


According to the News Letter Correspon- 

established, and the next morning found | dent, a situation practically unknowm to 

everyone ready for the mission at hand. mainland depots arises at the Hawaiian 
Under the personal supervision of Mr. (Air Depot, luke Field, when forced land- 





A, Duvell, the Kauai representative of (ings are made on the other islands. This 
the Board of Agriculture and Forestry | Depot has been called upon to handle the 
for the Territory, five Keystones were (details of inspection and the forwarding 


loaded with abcut one thousand pounds of | of supplies on such occasions, several 
seed Pett gg? the seed being in 100- of waich ave occurred during the past 
pound sacks. The se of this was to few weeks. Quartermaster water facili- 
scatter the seed 50 that it would land ties must be obtained for large items, 
on the barren terrain on certain desig- | such as wings, and special flights accom- 
hated parts of the island and help Mother; panied by an amphibian airplanes for 
Nature prevent the rapid erosion that is _ transporting engines and smaller sup- 
taking place in -this vicinity. plies. ven commercial water transporta- 
Three such flights were made, and tion is sometimes required, Although 
about twelve thousand pounds of seed were these emergencies require cooperation and 
sown in this manner. The planes would § fine liaison between the various activi- 


fly in an extended echelon covering a ‘ties, each one is handled with expediency 
wide front, a mechanic in each shi ‘and surprisingly efficient results. 
ne the seed out slowly from the ---000--- 

sacks in the planes. Time will tell | 

whether the seed will all take root on | NO FORCED LANDING IN OVER A YEAR 

some of the sheer sided canyons and winc- | 

swept ridges and so accomplish tue de- . When Captain M.R. Nelson, Air Corps, 


sired results. commanding the 55th Pursuit Squadron, 
Approximately ten thousand pounds of Barksdale Field, La., departed for 
seed were dropped over a wide area in | Mitchel Field, L.I,, New York, on an ex- 
the Nepali and Kokee regions, and about | tended navigation training flight on 
two thousand pounds were dropped in the  iiovember 10,1937, and was forced to 
Kealia and Nounou reserves. glide his airplane into the Department 
The News Letter Correspondent states of Commerce emergency landing field at 
that "in addition to clearing the field, | South Boston, Va., due to engine failure, 
which was under construction and left | it marked the first forced landing in 
mich to be desired in the way of take- | this organization since that of 2nd Lieut 
off space, the planes were burdened with | Horace A, Sheppard, Air Reserve, in his 
, Seed, the very names of which would make | P-26A airplane at Tallulah, La., on 
even the good old faithful Keystones September 20, 1936, 
stutter and stammer, The first loads The News Letter Correspondent adds 
consisted of sacks of seed of the follow- that "We are happy to convey the incident 
ing tongue twisting varicties: haole kea,|as an emergency forced landing rather 
myrica naya, and arcacia dealbata. These , than report an aircraft accident. " 
hemes in themselves are enough, it seems, 


---000--~ 





to more than prevent erosion of any kind; 4 
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SOME SIDE LIGHTS ON THE 


An interesti story on the gency days 
If aviation is told by Major Albert D. 
Smith, Air Corps, Retired, now with the 
T.W.A, as Superintendent of the Mountain 
Division at Albuoquerque, New Mexico. 

A pioneer in the flying game, Major 
Smith evidenced unusual ability as a me- 
chanic by building his own airplane back 
in 1910, learning to fly it and subse- 
genres becoming an expert pilot. In 

act, poking his service.as a commission- 
ed officer in the Air Service in the ‘ 
World War and for several years there- 
after, he was considered one of tie best 

ilcots and flying instructers in the 
Army. He enjoys the distinction of be- 
ing the first man to cross the American 
continent and return in an airplane. In 
1914, he led the search into Mexico for 
two lost aviators, and afterwards declin- 
eda a ae | offer from the Japanese 
Government to take charge of the devel- 
opment of aeronautics by the Japanese 
Army, preferring to. give his services to 
his own country. 

Born on February 6, 1837, at Farley, 
Mo., he graduated in 1904 from high 
school at Lamont, Okla., and suor tly 
thereafter he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and was ordered to duty in the Philip- 
a ned He joined "E" Company, 22nd 

nfantry, at Camp Marahui, P.I., August 
2, 1904, and participated in many skir- 
mishes against Moro tribes in the Lake 
Lanao district. He was a member of 
General Wood's third Sulu Expedition to 
the Island of Jolo, April and May, 1905. 

When he was honorably discharged at 
San Francisco on April 26, 1907, with 
the grade of Sergeant, Major Smith was 
then twenty years of age. During the 
next three years he resided near Alameda, 
Calif., and was employed at Oakland. He 
spent much of his time in a shop where a 
Ye ider plane was uncer construction. 
his glider was intended to be catapult- 
ed from a carriage on a ramp incline. 

The glider was too heavy, however, and 
the first landing on skids resulted ina 
crash, Major Smith did not pilot this 
glider. 

In the year 1911, he settled on a 
homestead in Flathead Indian Reservation, 
Montana, where some little time was 
spens reading up and making a general 
study of what was going on at that time 
in the aviation world. Another home- 
Steader in this reservation, B.fF, 
McClellan, who in previous years cunduct- 
ed free balloon exhibition flights at 
various county and State celebrations 
over the country, meade a proposition to 
Major Smith that they jointly construct 
& pusher type plane and, to use the lat- 
ter's words, ‘that I could, if capable, 
act as pilot while we toured the country | 
Making exhibition flights, as he had 
done with the old smoke~-inflated balloon.,' 





It now developed that McClellan had pre- 


af 


EARLY DAYS OF AVIATION 


viously. constructed a Curtiss pusher 

type p ane, but this had been wrecked and 
was then stored at Spokane, Wash. One 
crashed pusher and one Maximotor engine 
of questionable condition were the entire 
assets. For one-half interest in these 
assets I exchanged one span of good 
horses, harness and wagon, 

"To enable me to accompany McClellan 
to Spokane to start work on the new 
plane, all my farm assets were sold at 
public auction. The farm was leased. We 
arrived in Spokane in the winter of 1912 
and proceeded to start work in a garage 
which was rented for the purpose. Very 
little material was usable from the | 
crashed plane, and new materials had to 
be chased, Our joint finances were 
pooled, and one chicken incubator facto- 
ry nearby received a large order for 
straight grained clear pine lumber, One 
wnolesale carpet house in Spokane found 
its entire supply of long length bamboo 
carted away by two persons cf question- 
able intentions. 

“We knew nothing of metal heat treat- 
ing processes, hence the fittings were 
cut from raw sheet metal and bent to 
correct angles. For bolts ordinary car- 
riege ¢r machine bolts were used. Rudder 
and stabilizer hinges were ordinary 
cabinet pcb, £ attached with screws, 
which frequently gave trouble as a re- 
sult of the spars becoming wet, 

"For turnbuckles, ordinary motorcycle 
s.0kes were used, Piano wire served for 
rigging. Fabric covering was ordinary 
bed ticking, and the dope was a concoc- 
tion of water, glue, alum, etc. As 
might be imagined, this gave considerable 
unnecessary wei_,ht to the craft. This 
dope mixture was not impervious to 
moisture or temperature, which fact gave 
us no end of trouble later on, 

"The propeller was laminated from 
three-ply pine and walnut, and was glued 
up in a furniture factory in 5 eee gee 

his was later finished up by hand with 
ordinary carpenter tools by a man we 
employed for the 70° by the name of 
Arneson from templets furnished by us. 

"In the spring of 1913, about Febru- 
ary, following some five or six weeks 
of Curtiss training method, or 'penguin' 
work, as we now refer to this method, I 
took this Faber plane in the air for 
its initial flight, The duration of the 
flight was twelve minutes, and the maxi- 
mum altitude was approximately seven 
hundred feet. 

"Short hops continued for the next 

hirty my when, with our finances dan- 
gerously low, it was deemed advisable to 
ind some source of income, We.contract- 


'ed with the Liberty Lake Park Board, 


about forty miles east of SPOkBn Rs to 
make .three exhibition flights at that 
pomnsey ublic resort over the week-end, 

o stimulate business at the resort and 
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provide for us much needed publicity, I 


| “At this time Captain A.S. Cowan was 


piloted this plane from Parkwater, on the the Commanding Officer at North Island. 


river east cf Spokane, to Liberty Lake, 


‘This Aviation Detachment, or School, was 


and while flying low over the many settle+then kmown'as the "Aviation Branch of 


ments dropped the morning edition of a 
Spokane paper. For tnis stunt at the 
time I was accredited with having flown 
the first mail delivery, as these papers 
were normally delivered to the rural 
settlements via post office carrier. 

"At Liberty Leke the first two flights 
were completed without incident. On tue 
third and last landing, one of the spec- 
tators stepped out better to observe my 
approach, which forced me to ground-loop 
partially, resulting in a badly damaged 
wing. ‘The plane was truckea back to 


‘the Signal Sorps." In several more or 
‘less improvised hangars, the equipment 
‘consisted of a few Burgess planes, 
iequipped with Renault engines. As I re- 
icall, they also had one sBurgess—Dunne 
‘plane. Pushers had been discarded for 
‘tractor type greet: as the former had 
‘caused several recent fatalities which 
;coulad be attributed directly to pusher 
‘type engine installation. At this time, 


‘William Lay Patterson was Post Secretary; 
isdzar S. Gorrell was Assistant Secretary; 


‘WLR. Taliaferro was Officer in Charge of 


Parkwater and work was immediately start-' Training; Oscar Brindley was Civilian 


ed to rebuild the damaged wing section. 

"The next exhibition flight was made 
at Reardon, Washington, some ninety 
miles west of Spokane. The plane was 
trucked out from Parkwater, but was 
flown on the return trip. For tnis re- 
turn flight it was necessary to land at 
Fort George Wright for additional fuel, 
and where I was most courteously receiv- 
ed by the Commanding Officer, who pro- 
vided me with five gallons at no cosi. 
From Fort George Wricht I passed danger- 
ously low over the city of Spokane, ‘his 
was the first airplane ever to make this 
trip. 
without incident. 

"Exhibition flights were much in de- 
mand during this year, 19156, and we con- 
tinued to receive bookings from the sev- 
eral nearby States, especially Idaho and 
Montana. The year ended with no cash on 
hand and with equipment in bad shape. 

"During the winter of 1915-14, addi- 
tional wing sections were built up be- 
tween odd jobs we were reouired to seek 
to enable us to survive. The spring of: 
1914 saw us on the road again, Engine 
failure at Sandpoint, Idaho, demolished 
the plane. Thirty days later, an at- 
tempted Ligh'altitude take-off at Harlow 


Town, Montana, resulted in another crash. 


"In my numerous minor crashes i had as 
yet not received a single injury. But 
as little as I knew about flying, it was 
quite obvious that this good luck could 
not continue. I had been approached at 
various times with A hag propositions, 
one of which would take me to Javan. On 
this last crash at Harlow Town, I- vowed 
then and there never to pilot this plane 
again, and I presented my pertner, 
McClellan, with our entire airplane as- 
sets after all outstanding bills were 

aid and cash cn hand divided equally. I 
oarded a train from here to San 
Francisco, enroute to Japan, but when I 
arrived on the coast it was found that 
several days would elapse prior to boat 
sailing. n the interval of waiting, I 
continued on to San Diego where, accord- 
ing to the papers, the Army was doing - 
big things at North Island, I arrived 


‘lying Instructor and Francis A.Wildman 
‘was Civilian Flying Instructor on the 
‘Curtiss Flying Boat, which was received 
be hg the winter or early spring of 

| "%his North Island flying activity ap- 
ipcaled to me immensely and, after having 
Ciscussed several times with Captain 
Cowan my enlistment, I enlisted on March 
‘10, 1915, in the Signal Corps, Aviation 
‘Section, at North Island. Enlisted men 
‘then assigned to pilot training, or who 
iwere actually mating solo flights at 
‘that time, included Sergeants Ocker,* 


The tlight terminated at Parkwater Marcus and Burge. * 


| "Ls would naturally be assumed, prior 
ito my enlistment I spent much time at 
‘orth Island observing the early morning 
student fligats around the field. If 
iyou could provide a photographic account 
of the airplane crash on liovember 5, 
}1914, in hick Mr. Glenn L, Martin, 
‘builder and pilot of the plane, and 
'Lieut. L.E, Goodier, passenger, crashed 
| just soutu of tne old Ee. & R. shop, you 
iwould note tuat I was the first person 
'to arrive on the scene. It so happened 
‘that I was protecting myself from the 
‘morninz chill in the sunshine along the 
‘south wall of the shop building, which 
naturally placed me near the crash loca- 
tion, I was also present at North 
Island on December 23, 1914, when Capt. 
‘Dodd won the Mackay Trophy race against 
‘a field of 'old timers,!' such as Captain 
‘Geiger, Lieuts. Muller, Morrow, Milling, 
'Talieferro and Carberry. Lieut. S.W. 
‘FitzGerald accoupanied Captain Dodd on 
i‘vhnis history-maxing flight. I also re- 
icall that 1 was present on the Island 
ion December 21, 19.4, when Lieut.Muller, 
iwith Lieut; Gerstner as passenger, land- 
jed in the ocean, and the latter drowned 
jin attempting to’ swim ashore. Lieut. 
|Muller remained with the plane and was 
rescued, 


"Following my enlistment, I was assign- 
jed to one of the hangar crews. 
'was Crew Chief, and our job was to give 
lproper maintenance to the Curtiss Flying 
[Boat being used by Wildman for instruc- 
; tion purposes. 


Ocker 


at San Diego about August, 1914. i *Now Lieut. Colonels in the Air Corps. 
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"July 7, 1915, was the happiest day of 
my life.when Lieut. Taliaferro instruct- 
ed me to report to Mr. Oscar Brindley for 
dual training. At this time I had some 
forty hours of pn igs logged time to my 
credit on identical controls such as then 
used in the tractor planes, other than 
the fact that I had previously used foot 
throttle on my pusher plane. This first 
Fe ettba,  bageay ae gr date — 

e beginning of my m ary flying, an 
to my es yoy no official order was 
issued covering the assignment. But few 
dual instruction flights were given me, 
as would be indicated by the fact: that 
on July 10, 1915, my first solo flight 
in a military plane was made. During 
this same year I was promoted to the 
grade of corvoral. 

"My records would indicate that at | 
this time very little actual repair work 
was bei done in the shop under super- 
vision of the Civilian Engineer, Grover 
C. Loening. He was at the time concen- 
trating on major construction changes in 
the Burgess planes. With permission re- 
ceived from Lieut. Taliaferro, Mr. 
Seminook, Private Kuhn and myself opened 
= a repair shop in one hangar wing, 
wheres we rebuilt and overhauled wing sec- 
tions and fuselages which had previously 
been returned to the factory for repairs. 
The need for this local repair shop wae 
evidenced by the fact that it very quick- 
ly took in the entire hangar. Private 
Gordon Smith and myself took over the 
entire job of fabric covering wings,etc., 
while Private Kuhn remained in charge 
of the woodwork, Mr, Seminook proved to 
be expert in metal work, and he either 
repaired or fabricated new metal fit- 
tings. Irecall that SergeantsBarnhardat, 
Ocker, Parkinson, Krull, Steinle, Sweet, 
Marcus and Burge were instrumental in 
final assembly work. Biffle and Coyle 
were crew chiefs, and they assisted in 
the general repair work, At this same 
time, Mr. George £.A, Hallett was in- 
structing pilot officers in engine over- 
haul, I was later assigned the function 
of instructing these same officers in 
wae) ae assembly and maintenance. 

'For aperorrese record, I hold the 
Aero Club of America Aviation Medal of 
Merit, which reads: "Corpl. A.D. Smith 
American Hydro Record Duraticn, Feb. 19, 
1915, 8 hrs. 42 min." This duration 
record was made in a Martin Seer tte ai 
with a Hall Scott ongine, around the San 
Diego Bay area. 

"On February 15, 1916, Mr. Floyd Smith, 
Civilian Test Pilot for the Glenn L. 
Martin Company, established e new world's 
altitude record for pilot and three pass- 
engers, climbing to an altitude of 9,603 
feet. I was one of. the passengers. 

"While on leave of absence in the early 
spring of 1916, I was employed by the 
Glenn L. Martin Company as a test pilot 
and school instructor. 

"In the summer of 1916, I was again ap- 
proached by Japanese interests, Mitsui 





Company of San Francisco, with a rather 
fabulous offer if I would go as test 
pilot fcr the Day Aircraft Company of 


‘Plainfield, N.J,. . This information was 


transmitted to me by Colonel Glassford, 
Commanding Officer, who suggested that 
perhaps I would be interested in being 
employed as Civilian ofan | Instructor 
in the same capacity as Brindley and 
Wildman, He would obtain for me my 
discharge from the service. 

"On August 17, 1916, I was honorably 


discharged for the convenience of the 


Government and was immediately eryes 
as Civilian hy) Instructor at North 
Island. I might add that prior to my 
being employed in a civilian capacity 
as instructor, I had been carrying on 
this instruction work under the rating 
of Sergeant." 

Major Smith continued with flying in- 
struction in a civilian status-until 
June 25, 1917, when he was appointed a 
Captain in the Aviation Section, Signal 
Reserve Corps. He was scheduled for 
duty at Park Field, Millington, Tenn. 
but his orders were amended October ii, 
1917, and he was assigned to station at 
McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, He was 
rated a Junior Military Aviator, effec- 
tive March 8, 1918. 

In April, 1918, Major Smith, together 
with Colonel Henry J. Damm and Major 
Oscar Af Brindley, was assigned the 
task of testing a DH4 plane, powered 
with a Liberty engine, under service 
conditions at McCook Field or at the 
factory at Dayton, Sad to relate, 
in the following month Major Smith was 
appointed as a member of a Board ef Of- 
ficers to investigate the cause of the 
airplane accident on May 2, 1918, which 
resulted in the death of both Colonel 
Damn and Major Brindley. Himself suf- 
fering from the after effects of an air- 
plane accident in the spring of the 
year, he was confined in the Ar and 
Navy General in, ipa at Hot Springs, 
Ark., for several months, a 
waich he was assigned to Rockwell Field, 
Calif., for duty. 

A memorable cvent was the first forma- 
tion flight of military planes across 
the American continent. Led by Major 
Smith, a five-airplane squadron ("Jenny" 
planes, powered with Hisso engines) 
departed from Rockwell Field on December 
4, 1918, for Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, 
Fia. The flight continued on to 
Washinston and New York and returned to 
Rockwell Field in February, 1919, The 
total elapsed flying time was 109 hours 
and 25 minutes. 

In 1919, Major Smith was in charge of 
forest fire ory operations in the 
Pacific Northwest. n the following 
year he was transferred to March Field, 
Calif,, where he commanded the Pilot 
School Detachment, From April to Septem- 
ber, 1920, he was confined in the Letter- 
man General Hospital, undergoing treat- 

(Continned on Page 19. 
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THE FIRST ARMY OFFICER TO FLY SOLO 


The much mooted question as to woo was 
the first Army officer to solo an air- 
plane appears to be definitely settled, 
according to reliable data recently re- 
ceived in the Information Division, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. 

As a matter of history, the firet offi- 
cer of the Regular Army of the United 
States to fly an airplane alone was 
Lieut. Thomas E. Selfridge, Field Artil- 
lery, who, incicentally, was also the 
first Army officer to lose his life in 
an airplane accident, This lamentable 
accident occurred on September 17, 1908, 
at Fort Myer, Va., when Lieut. Selfridge 
made a flight as passenger with Mr. 
Orville Wright. The following brief ac- 
count of this accident appeared in 
Collier's Weekly of October 3, 1908: 

"On September 17, after making three 
complete circuits of the Fort Myer 
Parade Ground, the Wright _—- ane 
broke a propeller blade and fell to the 
ground. Lieutenant Thomas E. Seifridge 
of the germ Corps, United States lryy, 
received injuries from which he died 
three hours later. Mr. Wright escaped 
with his life, but was painfully hurt. 

_ Rarely, indeed, has the perversity of 
inanimate things brought about a more 
dramatic and painful tragedy. The small- 
ness and unimportance of the immediate 
Cause made the result seem all the more 
deplorable. The accident resulted from 
no miscalculation, nor did it nave any- 
thing to do with the general principle 
embodied in the Wright machine, which 
had already brilliantly established its 
ability to navigate the air. It was one 
of those unforeseen and probably uapre- 
ventable things, like. the breaking of a 
tire or the spreading of rails, and this 
sppencab ky trifling accident resulted in 
the destruction of the Wright aeroplane, 
Just as it was abovt, with every aopa- 
rent chance of success, to undertake the 
tests prescribed by the War Department, 
in the maiming of one of its inventors, 
and in the death of one of the most pro- 
mising young men in the army. 

Mr. Wright had spent several weeks in 
successful demonstrations of the aero- 
Plane, and he had broken all records for 
a flight with a heavier-—than-air machine. 
That he had not passed the tests and 
thus secured the prize which the icng 
years of experiment he and his brother 

ad gone through so surely promised, was 
due merely to that endless patience and 
painstaking attention to detail with 
which the “rights have worked from the 
beginning. They have not the slightest 
desire for notoriety and have allowed no 
attempts of she or public to hurry 
them, or deflect them for a moment from 
their methodical course. 

The fatal flight on which Lieutenant 
Selfridge was taken was part of Mr. 
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Wright's preparation for the Government 
tests, which called for a machine which 
would carry two men, For this flight 

new propellers, nine feet long instead of 
eight feet six inches, were put on the 
machine. These propellers had been test- 
ed in the shed, but this was their first 
test in flight. The machine circled the 
parede ground with its usual success un- 
til, just as it was turning at an alti- 
tude of about seventy-five feet, one of 
the propeller blades was broken off and 
fell to the ground. Mr. Wright at once 
shut off the engine. The machine careen- 
ed and started downward. For a distance 
of about thirty.-five feet it glided slow- 
ly through the air, tuen ea pitchec 
forward and fell to the ground, Both men 
were pinned under it." 

in the death of Lieut. Selfridge the 
Army lost one of the best posted men in 
the field of aeronautics at that time, a 
student and a man of practical ideas, 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., the 
station of the First Pursuit Group of the 
Army Air Corps, was named in memory of 
the man who was the Army's first sacri- 
fice to the science or aviation. 

At Hammondsport, N.Y., where the lat 
Glenn Curtiss was conducting his flight 
exveriments, Lieut. Selfridge-made short 
flishts alone of 100 and 200 feet-on - 
fay 19, 1908,and flew again at various 
times during July and August, On August 
2, 1908, Lieut, Selfridge flew alone one 
minute and 30 seconds, rising to a height 
of about 75 feot. On August Grd, he 
flew 800 yards in 50 seconds. While 
these flights are not long, certainly the 
one on August 2nd.establishes the fact 
that Lieut. beisetage should be consider- 
ed the first Army officer to fly alone. 

Note: The above information was extract- 
ed from a collection called "Lieutenant 
Selfridge Memorial," containing the bul- 
letins of the Aerial Experiment Associa- 
tion, together with miscellaneous notes, 
press bulletins, etc., which collection 
ls bound in five volumes and deposited 
in the Library of Congress. 





Now, with respect to Lieut. Humphreys 
and Lahm, who in some quarters have here- 
tofore been credited with being the first 
Army officers to solo an @izplane, the 
flights of these officers occurred as 
shown in the following quake-yson person- 
aliy given by Colonel Lahm: 

"The first War Department contract with 
the Wright Brothers for an airplane re- 
quired certain performance as to speed, f 
endurance and maneuverability. It also 
required them to teach two officers to 
fly the airplane, Lieutenant Humphreys. 
and myself (Lieut. Lahm) were designated, 
and Wilbur Wright gave us our training 
at College Park, Maryland, on a field 
leased by the War Department. 
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On October 26, 1909, after approximate- 
ly three hours! dual instruction, extend- 
ing over several weeks, we were 'turned 
loose' for our first solo flights - Lieut, 
Humphreys first, flying three minutes 
alone, followed on the same day by myself 
—, the flight lasting thirteen min- 
utes. 

From the above it can be seen that Col. 
Humphreys was not the first officer of 
the Regular Army of the U.S. to fly an 
airplane alone, but such credit must go 
to Lieut. Selfridge. However, it can be 
stated that the first airplane owned by 
the United States — was flown alone 
initially by Colonel Humphreys and that, 
immediately thereafter, a we.s 
similarly flown by Colonel Lahn, 

Following his Pein, ie from the | 
Regular Army, Colonel Humphreys affiliat-' 
ed himself with the New York National. 
Guard and now commands the 102nd Engin- 
eers, Colonel Lahm, who some years ago 
was the Commanding General of the Air 
Corps Training Center, is now on duty 
as Air Officer of the Second Corps Area, 
Governors Island, = York, 

——=— OO -—— 


ORDNANCE SCHOOL REOPENS AT LANGLEY FIELD | 
At the recent official Fare | 

second course in the School of Aviation 
Ordnance of the 10th Ordnance Company at 
Langley Field, Va., Colonel Maxwell, GHQ 
Ordnance Officer and Commandant of the 
School spoke briefly on the problem of 
Ordnance Service to the GHQ Air Force 
and the gaye of trained special 
personnel to provide such service, He 
also introduced Brigadier General D.C. 
Emmons, lst Wing Commander, GHQ Air Force, 
and Colonel E. Montgomery, Chemical War- 
fare Service, GHQ Air Force, who also 
spoke briefly about the trained personnel) 
required for ordnunce service. 

e curriculum of the course includes 


Ammunition Supply, maintenance and as- 
sembly for delivery to the combat units 


of the 





| 
| 


|\feature picture. 


‘'sweetl 


Sergeant J,E, Gillespie, 4th Platoon, 


Hamilton Field, Calif.; Private lst Cl. 


L.A. Johnson, 5th Platoon, March Field, 
Calif.; Private lst Class C.F, Roller, 


2nd Platoon, Mitchel Field, N.Y.; and 


Sergeant W.R. peg 49th Bombardment 
Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 


MOTION PICTURE FILMED AT LANGLEY FIELD 


Mr. Cullen Tate, Director of the fly- 
ing sequences of M-G-M's "Test Pilot," 
to be released in March, announced on 
the morning of January 4th that he ex- 
pected to break camp on the completion 
or the 's work, 

The movie visitors had been on loca- 
tion for two weeks in front of the 2nd 
bpmbardment Group, where atmosphere se- 
quences and part of the story's action 
had been filmed. The Group cooperated 
extensively in the filming of this 
All flying sequences 
were routine Group training from which 
additional valuable technique was gained. 

Doubles filled the roles of Spencer 
Tracy, Myrna Loy and Clark Gable, the 
latter playing the lead as an or flier 
in the scresn version of Jimmy Collins’ 


prophetic book "Test Pilot," written 


not long before Collins was killed in 
the last of a scries of test dives for 
the Navy. 

Commander Frank Weade, retired Naval 


aviator, and author of the play "Ceiling 
Zero," wrote the scenario for "Test 


Filot," 


With the faithful old B-17's purri 
through plenty of footage, an 
with the 2nd Bombardment Group grinning 
into cameras from all angles, this new 


movie will no doubt be a source of much 


interest to Air Corps personnel. 


PROGRESS PHOTOGRAPHS OF CONCHAS DAM 


In response to the routine call from 


of the GHQ Air Force, also the inspection,the District Engineer of Conchas Dam, New 


repair an 
of all types. Some time is devoted to 
basic military and automotive instruc- 


tion, 

The faculty consists of Captain E.P, 
Mechling, Air Base Ordnance Officer and 
Director of the School; Technical Ser- 

eant R.F, Tokoly, Chief Instructor; 
taff Sergeant F.E, Rogan and Sergeant 
Fred act Instructors, 

The following students are enrolled 
in this course: Staff Sergeant E.V. 
Jones, lst Platoon; Private lst Class 
J.R, Sarnoski, 49th ee ont 
Private lst Class H.M. Powell, lst - j 


Platoon; and Privates R.C. Jones, J.P. | 





wnich the 
e 
San Antonio weather was reported as sub- 
zero, making it necessar 
airmen to remain overnight at Midland, 
while somebo 


operation of aircraft armament Mexico, lst Lieut. Charles F, Densford, 
photographer and pilet, and Ser 

H.L, Photographer, left Kelly rt 
‘December 17th for northern New Mexico, 
'The purpose 
progress photographs 0 
Due to rain, snow and fog, the photogra- 
Pp 


eant 
eld on 


of the flight was to make 
Conchas Dan, 


hy was delayed four days. The last of 
tae series of photographs were made on 
the morning of December 24th, followi 
ig and photographer depart- 
ad for Kelly Field. At Midland, the 


for the two 


else decorated the tree. 


King, S.J. Schaffer and Theo.Kovacevich, |The fog at Kelly Field lifted sguffici- 
Ist Platoon, all of Langley Field, Va.;' lently for Li 
Sergeant V,L. McNeal, 6th biatoon, y tor Lieut, Densford and Sergeant 


Barksdale Field, La.; Staff Sergeant L.G.\ 
Loper, 3rd Platoon, Selfridge Field, Mich.;\ 


-ll.- 


Chestnutt to get in shortly after noon, 


just in time for the turkey, 
V-7602, A.C. 





DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS AWARDED LIZUT, ELLIS 


Announcement was made by the War Depart- 


ment, under date of January 4th, of. the 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross 
to 2nd Lieut. DRoss Ellis, Air Reserve, 
now on extended active duty at Randolph 
Field, Texas, for heroism cispleyed _ 
while participating in an aerial fligat 
from Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas, to 
Oklahoma City, Okla., on April 24, 1937. 
The outcome of this flight was tragic, 
a most promising pone officer of the 
Air Corps losing his life througn most 
unusual circumstances. On the date in 
question, Lieut. Ellis was a passenger 
in a BT-9 apene piloted by the late 
2nd Lieut. Robert S, Fisher, son of Col. 
Henry G. Fisher, Commanding Officer of 
Scott Field, 111, , 
When approximately forty miles norta 
of Hensley Field, flying at about 4,000 
feet altitude, the pilot, Lieut. Fisher, 


was pulled from the airplane by his para-'! 


chute which had accidentally opened. 
Lieut, Fisher's body struck the left 
tail surfaces of the plane, knockin. 
them completely off and badly damaging 
the rudder. Believing Lieut. Fisher to 
be only badly injured, disregarding his 
own safety and mindful only cf securing 
aid as quickly as possible for Lieut. 
Fisher, ‘Licut, Ellis displayed great 
courage when he piloted tne badly damag- 
ed airplane back to Hensley Field and 
landed it safely, thereby enabling him 
to report the accident within 25 minutes 
of the time it occurred. his action in 
safely landing the badly damaged air- 


plane resulted in saving it from destruc- 


tion, 

Upon landing the aforementioned air- 
plane at Hensley Field, Lieut. Ellis im- 
mediately reported to the Commandin; Of- 
ficer, Major B.S. Thompson, Air Corps, 
what had transpired. After striking 
the left tail surfaces of the plane, he 
saw Lieut. Fisher descending into a 
wooded area with his parachute open, 
apparently intact and functionins pro- 
erly, but that he believed Tieut. 

isher to be badly injured because of 
the considerable force with which he 
struck the tail surfaces. 

Major Thompson immediately notified 
the Sheriff of Denton County, Texas, and 
arranged for searching parties to be 
sent out to locate Lieut. Fisher. An 
inspection of the BT-9 airplane revealed 
that all of the left elevator and all of 
the left stabilizer, except a small sec- 
tion of approximately 18 inches, were 
completely missing, and that the rudder 
was badly damaged. 

Major Thompson, accompanied by Lieut. 
Ellis as observer, then proceeded by 
airplane to the scene of the accident 
and conducted a search from the air for 
Lieut, Fisher, whose bo was found ap- 
proximately at the location reported by 
Lieut. Ellis, Lieut. Fisher's parachute 
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--was still attacuied to his body and was 


|found to be in good condition, except 
‘that one shroud line was broken and the 
rip-cord "D" ring pocket was almost com- 
pletely torn loose from the harness. 
The nature of Lieut. Fisher's injuries 
indicated that he undoubtedly was in- 
'stantly killed upen striking the air- 
plane's tail surfaces. 
| Subsequently interrogated as to the 
/details connected with the accident, 
| Lieut, Ellis, when asked if he realized 
, before landing the plane that to attempt 
' to land it in its badly damaged condi- 
| tion would be dangerous, and that if he 
|did realize the danger why he did not 
"bail out" rather than attempt to land 
tue plane, replied that he realized the 
‘danger of attempting to land the piane, 
/but at that time believed Lieut. Fisher 
' to be only badly injured and, believing 
there was a fairly reasonable chance 
| that the plane could be flown back to 
'Eensley Field and landed safely, he 
elected to try to do so in order to be 
.in a position to secure assistance for 
‘Lieut. Fisher with a minimum of delay. 


. Lieut. Ellis was born at Kemp, Okla., 
/October 11, 1906. He graduated from 
‘hish school at Stillwater, Okla., and 
_from the Oklahoma A, & M. College in 
| 1930 with the degree of B.S. Appointed 
'@ Flying Cadet in the Air Corps, he 
graduated from the cteingsg “4 flying School, 
Randolph Field, Texas, February <8,1933, 
|and from the Advanced Flying School 
col Field, Texas, where he specialized 
jin Observation Aviation, on June 29, 
1933, on which date he received the rat- 
‘ings of "Airplane Pilot" and "Airplane 
Observer," and was appointed a second 
lieutenant in the Air Reserve. 
| Assigued to extended active duty with 
‘the 88th Observation Squadron at Brooks 
‘Field, Texas, he served with this organ- 
i ization until August, 1955, when he re- 
'verted to inactive status. On June l, 
1937, he was placed on active duty at 
Raudolph Field, Texas, for a period of 
, taree years. 


---000--— 
| SELFRIDSE FIELD RECEIVES P-35 PLANES 


| The first of the 77 new Seversky P-35 
|Pursuit vlanes to be assigned to the 
Squadrons of the First Pursuit Group 
arrived at Selfridge Field, Mich., the 
last week in December, Announcing the 
fact that on January 4th Selfridge Field 
| received a blood-brother when Number Two 
arrived, having been ferried from 
Farmingdale, L.I., New York, by lst Lieut. 
John “, Dgan, of the 17th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, the News Letter Correspondent 
jocosely adds that "Formation flying is 
now possible." 
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ACTIVITIES AT FORT LEWIS, WASH. 


By the News Letter 


"Mission called off" is a very common 
order being issued these days by the 
operations officer at the Fort Lewis 
ae field. The reason for this is 
that when it's pea-soup foggy, you can't 
gee, and when you can't see you can't 
tly, and when you can't fly you can't ob- 
perve, and when you can't observe ~ well- 
it just "ain't" possible to do an obser- 
vation mission, and that's supposed to be 
our mission in life. What's this. all 
about? Only to find some reason for sub- 
mitting the sketch shown on the opposite 
page of one of our observers at work as 
— by our squadron artist, Private 

eppe, 

e Sixth Engineers, stationed at Fort 
Lewis, are now busily ongeaed in erect~ 
ing one-half of the stcel girder hangar 
which yng oe to this station about 
& year ago, onstruction was not start- 
ed until this time, as it was not known 
for certain that the Air Corps would per- 
manently occupy this field, 

On a recent morning frost covered all 
planes in the open with a coating of 
rough, snowy ice about 1/8 of an inch 
thick, This did not appear thick enough 
to change in | the camber of the 
airfoils, and the pilot-observer crews 
prepared to take off. The first two 

lanes to leave the line failed to take 
he air after running the length of the 
airdrome, One of the pilots just 
wouldn't be convinced that this shallow 
layer sf ice was the cause, and made 
five attempts before giving up. Coinci- 
dent with this icing condition was the 
arrival that morning of Technical Order 
No, O1-1A-4, de:scribing the dangers of 
flight or attempted flight under these 
conditions. 

A sigh of relief emanated from all 
flying personnel when the Materiel Divi- 
sion authorized the ete | and salvage 
of our C-14 Transport, e "old crate" 
had served its purpose remarkably well 
during its seven years of active oon 
life, but we all felt that the old gir 
was feeling her age and was about ready 
for the bone yard, No news of a replace- 
ment has been received, but we are hop- 
ing it will be a mlti-engined job with 
ample range to buck the mountains and 
weather of this area. 

Lieut, Mosman, Air Reserve, returned 
to the post on December 14th, accompanied 
by a new co-pilot, the former Miss 
Katherine Frick, of Portland, Oregon, 
Mother's warning to her son "fly low and 
slow, boy, " appears to have gone un- 
heeded in Ormond's case. Nevertheless, 
it was a neat and fancy piece of head- 
work on a high altitude speed mission, 
and Katherine looks like a new record to 
us all, The "honeymooners" were met at 
the mein gate and given a recéption ride 
around the post which we feel surpasses 





Correspondent 


the famous caisson rides of the Field 
Artillery and the pontoon rides of the 
Engineers. The Fordson mule and dolly 
were converted into a miniature = 
G.I,, complete with controls, bucke 
seats, parachutes, helmets, and gogglirs, 
The love birds were tooted through the 
uarters area preceded by the 10th Field 
tillery band in a drizzling rain, which 

made the open cockpit model slightly 
damp but which went unnoticed by the 
Mosmans. Happy landings! 

Lieut. David H, Kennedy, radio wizard, 
fresh from the Air Corps Technical 
School, woes in and was immediately 
set to work to straighten out the comm- 
nications pee, 07 Sg nets which nowadays seems 
to be the chief bugaboo of aerial opera- 
tions, We wish him luck. 

Major Guy "Mac" McNeil departed on 
leave December 17th from this station 
enroute to the Philippines on the Janu- 
ary boat, 0 

www 0 @-—— 


SELFRIDGE FIELD RECEIVES NEW SEVERSKY 


The first of the "production" Seversky 
Pursuit Yt eg long awaited by the 
pilots of the First Pursuit Group, who 
are due to receive sevent-seven of them 
in all, recently arrived at Selfridge 
Field, .The honor of bringing the ship 
to the field went to Captain John M, 
Sterling, erations and Training Offi- 
cer of the Group, : 

As fast as the Seversky plant at 
Farmingdale, L.I., New York, completes 
the planes on order, pilots of the vari- 
ous squadrons will proceed by train to 
Farmingdale, test the airplane they re- 
ceive for the Army, and fly the craft 
back to Se}fridge Field, ere it will 
assume its place in one of the fighting 
2 hg ag The PB-2A's, formerly assign- 
ed to the 27th Pursuit Squadron, have al- 
ready been transferred to Langley Field, 
Va., and the remaining P-26's will be 
transferred to other stations as fast as 
they are displaced by the Severskys. 

waa Qo<e 


Captain Hilbert. M, Wittkop, of the 
96th Bombardment —— ley Field, 
Va., in B-l7 No, 63, with full combat 
crow, accomplished a night navigation 
flisht to Randolph Field, Texas. He 
took off from Langley Field at 4:44 p.m., 
December 19th, but inclement weather de- 
layed the return trip until December 
gend, The elapsed flying time required 
for this mission totaled 14 hours and 20 
minutes. 

---000~--- 

The article on machine gun firing effi- 
ciency, by Lieut. Norman H, Ives, which ap 
peared in the Dec. 15th issue, elicited 
mach favorable comment, Worthwhile ar- 
ticles of such a nature are a great help. 
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Tragedy from the skies struck swiftly and 
surely on the afternoon of December 22, 1937, 


dampening the gayety anc laughter of scores of Corps, he graduated from the Primary Flying 
children having their annual Christmas Party at|School at Randoiph Field, Texas, February 25, 


the Army Hangars, Boston Airport, Mess., the | 
victim being Corporal Herold J. Kraner, Air 
Corps, parachute rigger and jumper of no mean | 
ability. It was the jump that he mde every | 
year for the benefit of the children, imperson-'| 
ating Santa Claus arriving with his toys for 
the boys ani girls of members cof the detachment! 
and the officers attached to this station. He | 
coulén't disappoint all those tots waiting 
eagerly for the arrivel of St. Nick by plane, | 
so with the spirit of Christmas in his heart he| 
gaily stepped over the side emi floated down | 
and down with fate rea ea hand and sweeping 
him into the harbor to his death. 

Born in Pinkerington, Ghio, thirty-one years | 
@go, Corporal Kraner spent his childhood in that 
State going through grammar and high school. 
Seeing the opvortunities presented by the Army 
Air Corps, he enlisted as Air Corps, Unassigned) 
for Chanute Field, Ill., takinz the parachute 
riggers course and greduating with honors. 
Upon the completion of the course he was assifm-+ 
ed te Mitchel Field,.New York, and from there 
was transferred to Boston Airport, where he re- |, 
mained until his death. He was known for his 
parachute jumping, specializing in spot jum- 
ing, being one of the best in the comtry. As 
@ parachute rigger he hed no egual, being well 
known throughout New England by all who used 
chutes. He gave scores of lectures to clubs 
on the use and design of parachutes and had in- 
structed thousands of school children about the 
use and construction of the same. Various boys 
clubs and grammer and high school classes were 


on parachutes. 

Corporal Kraner made parachutes his life work 
and career, fate decreeing thai the pursuit of 
his endeavors to render safety to others should 
be the cause of his untimely demise. Fe was a 
conscientious worker, a man of responsibility 
and with a rare sense of humor... He will be 
missed by the members of this: detachment and by 
all whe knew him in civil life. The sympathies 
ef all are extended to his widow. 

- Corp. R.S. Lowe. 


On the morning of January 4, 1938, while fly- 
ing in formtion in an A-17 Attack airplane, 
Second Lieut. Charles A. Clancy, Air Reserve, 
who was accompanied by Private Victor L. Jest 
@s passenger, struck a power line near Wild, 
Calif., resulting in the crash of the plane 
and the death of both men. According to the 
telegraphic report on the accident the weather 
was excellent and there was no failure of m= 
terial or equipment. 

Lieut. Clancy was born at Oakland, Calif., 
August 9, 1912. After graduating from Sequoia 
Union High School at Redwood City, Calif., in 
1930, and from Menlo Junicr College, Menlo Par, 
Calif., in 1932, he completed two years of 


-14. 


study at Stanford University for an-A.B.degree. 


‘June 23, 1934. 
| service on June 12, 1926, he reenlisted con 


10, 1938. 


Appointed a: flying cadet in the Army Air 


1937, and from the Advanced Flying School ,Kelly 
Field, Texas, June 9, 1937, specializing in 
Attack Aviation. He was appointed a second 
lieutenant in the Air Reserve, June 30, 1937, 
rated an "Airplane Pilot'' on the same date, 





| and assigned to extended active duty with the ° 


34th Attack Squadron at March Field, Calif., 
with which »rganization he served up to the 
time of his death. 

Private Victor L. Jost was born April 10, 
1909, at Philadelphia, Pe. He enlisted in the 
Army August 1, 1930, and was assigned to — 


| Company G, 3lst Infantry, at Manila, P.1. 


Transferred to the Air Corps, June 16,1931, 
he was assigned to the 66th Service Squadron. 


‘He joined the 3lst Bombardment Squadron at 


Warch Field, Calif., August 14, 1933, and 
transferred to the 23th Bombardment Squadron on 
Honorably discharged from the 


December 10, 1936, at March Field, Calif., 
and was assigned to the 34th Attack Squadron, 
the last organization with which he served. 
---000--- 
Engaged in a night navigation flight from 


_ San Antonio to Dallas, Texas, in an A-17 Attack 


plane, nd Lieut. Frank K. Thompson, Air Re- 


' serve, pilot, accompanied by Corporal Walter 


T. Mathews, cf the 20th Attack Squadron, crash- 
ed at Grandview, Texas, at 6:15 p.m, January 
At this writing the cause of the 
accident has not been determined. % appears 


‘that no attemot was made te use the parachute. 
continual visitors to the airport for a lecture | 


Lieut. Thompson was born at Columbus, Ohio, 
September 26, 1911. After graduating from 
| the Western Reserve Academy, he graduated in 
1936 from the Ohio State University with an 
| A.B. degree. Being a member of the ROTC Unit 
-at that university, he was commissioned a 
| second lieutenant in the Field Artillery Re- - 
| serve. Following his appointment as a flying 
cadet in the. Air Corps and the completion of 
'one year's flying training at the Air Corps 
Training Center, June 9, 1937, where he speci- 
| alized in Attack Aviation, he was appcinted 
| a second lieutenant in the Air Reserve (vacat- 
| ing his Reserve conmission in tae Field Artil- 
'lery), was rated an "Airplane Pilot,'' and was 
| assigned to extended active duty at Barksdale 
| Field, Shreveport, La. 
| ‘ ‘ia. Tees 
| Corporal Mathews was bern at Waverly, Tenn., 
‘August 24, 1906. Following his enlistment in 
| the Army, he served for three years from May, 
' 1925, with the 17th Field Artillery. He then 
‘enlisted fcr the Air Corps on December 5, 1929, 
and wes assigned to the 66th Service Squadron 
' at Nichols Field, P.I. On December 12, 1932, 


ihe joined the 90th Atteck Squadror at Fort 

| Crockett, Galveston, Texas, and served there- 

i with until November 16, 1934, when he joined 

(Continued on Page 15). a 
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GONTRACTS FOR AIRCRAFT ENGINES AND PARTS 


Announcement was made, under date of 
January 4, 1938, by the Hon. Louis John- 
son, Assistant cecestary. OF, Wits of the 
eperorss of a contract in the amount of 
$318,521.67 let to the United Aircraft 
Corporation (Pratt and Whitney Division) 
of East Hartford, Conn., covering the 
porgnane of spans parts for 315 Model 

-1830~-13 engines. These spare parts 
are procured for the 2 ee now serving 
as power plants in P-26A airplanes. 

Approval was also announced of a con-~ 
tract with the same company for the pro- 
curement of. 142 Model R-1340-47 engines 
and spare parts for installation in BC-l 
airplanes now being constructed under a 
previous contract at the plant of the 
North American Aviation Corporation, 
Inglewood, Calif. The total expenditure 
for these 142 engines, including spare 
parts, is $866,8 o. & 

——=—O0U0-—-— 


NATIONAL GUARD AVIATION 


In his annual report to the Secretary 
of War for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1937, the Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, Major General Albert H, 
gee states as follows with respect 
to aviation in the National Guard: 

"During the fiscal year 1937 our air 
units flew in excess of 40,000 hours. 
Air missions in cooperation with other 
branches of the National Guard have in- 
creased to almost double of that of the 
previous year. Training of nonpilot ob- 
servers is continuing satisfactorily, and 
it is expected that each unit will have 
attained a minimum strength of eight ob- 
servers by the end of the present calen- 


year, In a number of units, however, 
our pilot strength has fallen to a nun- 
ber below that which is considered a 


minimum maintenance requirement. Means 
of pees procurement are being studied 
in the Bureau, and every effort is being 
made to assist unit commanders in at- 
tracting trained pilots to their squad- 
rons, 

"The National Guard Bureau has procur- 
ed by agreement with the Chief of the 
Air Corps and the Commanding General, 
General Headquarters Air Force, the use 
of aerial eunnery ranges for aerial fir- 
ing. The availability of these ranges 
will satisfy a serious deficiency in 
this training in the National Guard. 

"Our accident rate of the fiscal year 
1937 was 0.402 per thousand hours of 
flying compared to the rate of 0.874 per 
thousand hours for 1936, This reflects 
& commendable improvement in the tactical 
and administrative control exercises by 
ee f equi 

, #ouching on the subject of e ent, 
wae Saree of the Natioeel Geawdt Miveon 
states; 

"The contract for Douglas observation 
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‘airplanes was completed April 3, 1937. 


"Contracts were let in February, 1937, 
for 45 North American three-place obser- 
vation airplanes, The delivery of these 
airplanes is scheduled to start in the 
spring of 1938, 

a ah pe Ct ge for 1938 air corps 
equipment will enable the Bureau to con- 
tinue the reequipment of the air units 
in accordance with cstablished policy. 

"The procurement of necessary airplane 
agpengere® has progressed satisfacto- 
rily. 

: ~--000--- 


INSTRUMENT FLYING TRAINING AT SELFRIDGE 


Pilots of the First Pursuit Group at 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., are 
now in a position to practice instrument 
fbtsea) flying in new aircraft enpedial- 

fitted for that purpose. Two North 
American BT-9B aircraft, completely 
fitted with artificial horizons, 
copic compasses and the latest radio 
aids, were recently. ferried from the 
factory at Santa Monica, Calif., to 
Seits*oge Field by Major Edwin J. House, 
commanding the Group, and Major Willis 
R, Taylor, commanding the 27th Pursuit 
Squadron, 

The single-seater fighters with which 

the Group is equipped for tactical pur- 
oses are unsuitable for training "on 
nstruments" which is normally conduct- 
ed by Te: a 5 Oe ple hood over 
the pilot's cockpit,which forces the 
pilot to fly solely by reading instru- 
ments. In the rear cockpit another 
pilot sits at dual controls to watch for 
possible dangerous errors and ee 
weather eye peeled for other airp 
practicing in the bi std 
——=—9U0 -—— 


Karl s of Aviation 

(ccntimied trom Page 9 
ment, following which he was assigned to 
Mather Field, Calif., for duty. He was 
retired from the service in 1923, and 
later affiliated himself with the T.W.A. 

Major Smith holds the Aero Club of 
America Pilot Brevet No, 354, which was 
issued to him November 17, 1915, He 
also holds Department of Commerce Pilot 
License "No, 573 with Scheduled Transport 
rating, At the end of the year 1937 
his total logged pilot time was 6,527 
hours and 47 minutes. 
---Q00=-= 
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OBITUARIES (Continued from Page 14). 


the 74th Pursuit Squadron at Albrook Field, 
Panam, Canal Zone. On January 8, 1937, he 
rejoined the 90th Attack Squadron, with sta- 
tion at Barksdale Fieid, La. 

The Air Corps sends its deepest sympathies 
to the bereaved families and friends of these 
men who died in the service. 

V-7602, A.C. 








ORANFES Ta? AdC. °NONCOMMISSIONED PERSONNEL 
Losses 


Master eet William H, Folz, 
Mitchel Field, New York, died in the 
hospital at Fort Jay, New York, on 
December 27, 1937. 

Tech rical Sergeant Benjamin F, Runyan, 
March Field, Calif., died at the Letter- 
man General Hospital, San Francisco, 
Calif., on January 7 . 

Master Sergeant William J. Riley, of 
March Field, Calif., was appointed a 
Warrant Officer in the U.S, Army on 
Jan 1, 1938. He was assigned to 
duty at March Field. 


Promations 
to Master sergeant 


First Sergeant John P, Grinme, Barks- 
dale Field, La., effective December 28 
1937, te fill a’ vacancy at Mitchel Field. 

Technical Sergeant William F, Feiertag, 
Barksdale Field, La., effective January 

1938, to fill a vacancy at March 


5 
Field. 
To Techmical Sergeant 


Staff Sergeant Joseph H, Pust, Fort 
Leavenwerth, Kansas, effective January 5, 
1938, te fill a vacancy at Barksdale 
Field, La. 

Staff Sergeant Shockley D. Mullinix, 
Barksdale Field La., effective January 
ll, 1938, to fill a vacancy at March 
Field, Calif. 





— 














The following-named Staff Sergeants, 
who recently qualified in examinations 
for the Weather Service, were appointed | 
Technical Sergeants, Air Corps (Weather | 
Service) on December 29, 1937: 

William F, Bérnheisel, Patterson 
Field, Ohio. 

Leon B, Burke, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Maryland. 3 ; 

Harry J. Cuskey, Middletown Air Depot, 
Pennsylvania. 

Patterson Field, Ohio, 


Myron E, Howe, 
Martin Sebode, ley Field, Va. 
0 --— 
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AVIATION ACTIVITIES IN ALABAMA 


The WPA has released a new Peasect for 
Mexwell Field, Ala., which will cover 

the installation of sewer lines along- 
Side the two new paved runways, now un- 
der construction, The project is for 
$38,360., with WPA furnishing $21,360 and 
Maxwell Field, $18,000. 

The base is now being laid for the new 
3600-ft. asphaltic run » running north- 
east-southwest, at the Birmingham Munici- 
pal Airport. Two requisitions have been 
released for asphaltic concrete. 

The 106th Observation Squadron,Alabama 
National Guard, has moved from Roberts 
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Field to its new home on the north side 
of the Birmingham Municipal Airport. The 
new home was dedicated as the Sumpter 
Smith Hangars, in honor of Lieut. Colonel 
Sumpter Smith, one of the organizers of 
the Squadron, a former commanding offi- 
cer and now Air Officer for the $lst Divi-. 
sion and Principal Aeronautical Engineer 
of the Works Progress Administration in 
Washington. po 

With the removal of the 106th Observa- 
tion Squadron, Roberts Field will be 
maintained as an wna field. One 
section of the hangar will also be left 
for emergency use. 

The City Engineering Department has 
completed all necessary engineering de- 
tails for the preparation of plans for 
paved runways on the Montgomery Munici- 
pal Field. 


The Alabama Aviation Commission is 


| maki - arrangements for a Southeastern 


Aviation Planni Conference. The con- 
ference will probably be held in Mont- 
gomery during the week of April 11th. 
Nine States will be invited to partici- 
pate. these being Alabama, Florida 

eorgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississip- 
pi, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. Letters announcing the con- 
ference have been sent to leading avia- 
tion officials throughout the country. 

All of the Alabama air fielc work is 
being done by the Alabama Works Progress 
Administration. “ 
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PROMOTION IN ENLISTED RANKS ON INCREASE 


The promotion situation in the enlist- 
ed ranks of the Air Corps during the 
past year took a gratifying upward . 
trend. Ten Master Sergeants of the Air 
Corps were appointed Warrant Officers 
in the U.S, Army, all of whom were as- 
signed to the Air Corps. These aepenet~ 
ments made it possible to advance to 
the grade ef Master Sergeant a similar 
number of qualified noncommissioned of- 
ficers of the second grade. : 

In all a total of 33 Technical Ser- 
eants and First Sergeants of the Air 
Orps were appointed Master Sergeants 

in the Air Corps during the calendar 
year 1937, and sixty-five Staff Ser- 
geants werc advanced to the grade of 
Technical Sergeant. - 

m=O 0 wm 


A night photograph of the Capitol in Wash- 
ington, by Underwood & Wunderwood, has been con- 
verted into an attractive cover for the News 
Letter by our friend, Bob Fitzgerald, of the 
Materiel Division, Wright Fieli. Bob has proved 
so adept with the pen that he ws "fired" from 
the Statistical Unit in the Aeronautical Museum 
and shifted to the Movie Laboratory to do anima- 
tion work. Our thanks go to him and to Under- 
wood & Underwood, whe kindly accorded us permis- 
sion to use their photograph. 

V-7602, A.C. 
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